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The Ministry for Meat and Milk has scientific insti-
tutes for meat, dairy products, and refrigeration. The
Ministry for Foreign Trade has scientific institutes for
food production, refrigeration, and fur. production (the
joke goes round Moscow that the silver foxes at the
fox farm are better fed and housed than a Soviet worker).
The Ministry for Coal has scientific institutes for peat,
coal, chemistry, and synthetic rubber. The Ministry for
Chemical Industry has scientific institutes for synthetic
rubber, nitrogen, and the applications of physical chemistry
to industry. The Ministry for Posts and Telegraphs
has scientific institutes for radio propagation. The Minis-
try for Fish Industry has scientific institutes for lake and
river fish, pond fish, marine biology, oceanography, deep-
sea fisheries, and refrigeration. Even the notorious
Ministry for Internal Affairs (N.K.Y.D.) has numerous
experimental farms in the east where persons who dis-
approve of the Soviet regime are constrained to do experi-
ments on Soviet wheat and sugar.

The reader may wonder how, in less than three decades,
the Russians have produced trained men for these prodigious
scientific activities. Here, indeed, is the Achilles' heel of
scientific planning in Russia. The enthusiasm of the
planners has outrun the human material available to them
and instead of building slowly, they have thrown up more
and more institutes and filled them with less and less
competent workers. I shall defer until the last chapter
any discussion of the consequences of .this policy. Whether
it was wise or unwise, it is rapidly becoming outgrown, for
education is beginning to catch up with the planners of
science. At this point I shall leave the question of how
science is organised, and invite the reader to consider the *
education of a scientist in the Soviet Union. This is the
subject of the next chapter.